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Galaxy Forum launches at Scarsdale High School

Five hundred Scarsdale High School students and
staff attended the first-ever Galaxy Forum at the school
last Friday. The event was organized by alumnus Steve
Durst, class of 1961 and founder of the International
Lunar Observatory in Hawaii. Durst arranged for Dr.
Charles Liu, astrophysicist on staff at the American
Museum of Natural History Hayden Planetarium/Rose
Center for Earth and Space, to give a 20-minute talk on
the history of the universe, focusing on the discovery by
Edwin Hubble 90 years ago of the Milky Way galaxy.

“The Galaxy Forum was created to discuss where we
are in this relatively new domain. It wasn’t too long
ago we didn’t know what galaxies were, or that we are
part of one. There are 100 billion other galaxies out
there,” said Durst by phone from Palo Alto, Calif.,
Wednesday.

Bv LINDA LEAVITT

“Liu is a great speaker. He gave a Renaissance man
presentation, with songs and dances and jokes — some-
times corny ones. And he gave time to the students af-
ter 20 minutes for a question-and-answer period. He is
on sabbatical from the museum now to write a college
textbook,” said Durst.

Durst said Dr. Jeffrey Hoffman, SHS class of 1962,
MIT professor and five-time shuttle astronaut, could
not attend but videotaped a talk that was part of the
Galaxy Forum’s one-hour event. Teachers and students
met in the SHS science department offices after the
presentation to talk further with Liu and Durst.

Durst was named a distinguished alumnus of Scars-
dale High School in 2010.

— CARRIE GILPIN

SCARSDALE INQUIRER/AJIM MACLEAN
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By DEBBIE ANDERS

The attitude among administrators
regarding the state’s new mandated an-
nual professional performance review
for teachers might best be expressed
by the classic ad for Hebrew National
hotdogs: “We answer to a higher au-
thority.” In this case, that authority is
the Edgemont School District. At Tues-
day’s meeting of the Edgemont Board
of Education, assistant principal Devan
Ganeshananthan presented an overview
of what the state would require, how the
district will address those requirements,
and a time frame in which it will be ex-
ecuted.

In a 71-page report released this
month on the website nysed.gov, the
APPR stipulates that teachers’ perfor-
mance would be rated on four levels of
achievement: highly effective, effec-
tive, developing or ineffective. Twenty
percent of the assessments would be
based on state selected measures, 20
percent on local measures and 60 per-
cent on teacher/principal assessments.
It was not clear what was meant by the
term ‘local’. Ganeshananathan said the
teacher/principal assessment portion
would most likely employ Edgemont’s
teacher-learning model that has been
followed since 2005.

The APPR, which was adopted in the
board’s resolution on Sept. 13, is not ex-
pected to be applicable until the Edge-
mont Teachers’ Association negotiates a
new contract, which takes effect July of
2013. Until that time, Ganeshananathan
and high school English teacher Chris-
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Nonpartisan gr
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By LINDA LEAVITT

The Scarsdale Procedure Committee
has considered oral and written com-
ments on its proposed amendments to
the nonpartisan resolution that gov-
erns village elections and adopted a
new draft. Residents will vote on the
amendments at the Citizens Nominating
Committee election Nov. 15. The CNC,
comprised of representatives from each
of the village’s five elementary school
neighborhoods, nominates nonpartisan
candidates for mayor, village trustee
and village justice.

Elections for the Scarsdale Village
Board are traditionally uncontested and
conducted according to the nonpartisan
resolution, ‘originally adopted in 1930,
and subsequently amended 39 times.
But the goal of the nonpartisan system
remains nominating Citizens Party can-
didates by consensus without regard to
political affiliation. Independent candi-
dates have occasionally challenged the
establishment, but the Citizens Party
usually prevailed.

In contrast to the elections for mayor
and village trustee, the nominating com-
mittee elections are contested by design,
though not along national party lines.
Each elementary school area is supposed
to have a choice of four candidates and
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Library celebrates its 60th birthday with fun and




