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Stellar academics: Forum stresses importance of astronomy education

BY CHELSEA JENSEN
WEST HAWAII TODAY

cjensen@westhawaiitoday.com

With the 21st century well
upon us and technology ever-
improving, astronomy might
just be a stepping-stone for
Hawaii’s keiki to the future.

However, finding ways to
get kids interested in astron-
omy without scaring them
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away with scientific jargon,
equations and numbers is a
challenge for public, charter
and private school teachers
alike.

“Students need interest-
ing ways to learn because
the book thing just doesn’t
work and that’s not the way
the world is going,” said Una
Burns, a geometry, science
and chemistry teacher at
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West Hawaii Explorations
Academy.. “We live some-
where where (astronomy) is
right to teach, yet people are
unaware of it, though there
are so many job opportuni-
ties — higher-level jobs that
are not in the tourism or
hospitality industry.”

About a dozen people,
including a few teachers,
attended the Galaxy Forum
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21st Century Education
— Get to Know Your Place
in the Universe workshop
held Saturday morning at
the Ellison S. Onizuka Space
Center. The forum, a pro-
gram of the International
Lunar Observatory
Association, strives to incor-
porate astronomy education
into academic curricula for
students of all ages from
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preschool to college.
“Astronomy and galaxy
education belong right up
there with the other sci-
ences in school,” association
president Steve Durst said.
“Without galaxy education
and astronomy we would
have a much smaller, nar-
rower understanding of real-
ity. And, if you have a smaller
horizon, youre choices and
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options are limited.”

At the workshop, Kumiko
Usuda, Subaru Telescope’s
outreach scientist, explained
that teaching children about
the size of the Earth in rela-
tion to the Sun and other
celestial bodies is easier
when a student can compare
it to something they already
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