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Kahalelaukoa Ka`ahanuionakoa Rice



Kimo Keali`i Pihana



Pō-Cosmic Night

Kumulipo

Birth of the Universe



�
For Chief Kai‘imamao, 

Son of Keawe-i-kekahi-ali‘i-
o-ka-moku

In 1897 Liliuokalani's would 
write the English  

translation

Consists of 2,077 lines

Kalākaua’s interests in 
genealogies and had the 
chant written down and  
published in Hawaiian 

Kumulipo 
Creation of the Universe Chant





Wakea and Papa





Kalākaua’s 
Interest in 
Astronomy

In 1874 Hosted 
English Astronomy 

Expedition 
“Transit of Venus”



Hawaiian Youths Abroad, 1880-87
18 Men and Women – hand picked by Kalākaua

• Fields of Study:
– Military 

Science
– Engineering
– Civil 

Engineering 
– Surveying
– Physics
– Foreign 

languages
– Art and Music
– Law
– Medicine
– Stenographic
– Teaching
– Science

Countries Sent:

Italy, England, Scotland, Japan, 
China, California



Blending Culture and Astronomy through education in 
Hawai`i Island schools

Students gain knowledge of science and see the connection between science and culture



Bridging the gap

• Promoting careers in science, engineering, and Astronomy

– Internships
– Research Experiences for Undergraduates

– Center for Adaptive Optics internships

– Mentoring opportunities

Charles Lacy Veach -STS 39



Challenges for Native Hawaiian 
Students

• Consider Science and Technology Careers
• Take four years of both math and science in 

high school to prepare for college



Mauna Kea Kuahiwi Ku Ha`o I Ka Mali`e
Mauna Kea is the Astonishing Mountain that Stands 

in the Calm 



Our Polynesian Hawaiian Kupuna - Tupuna (Elders) 
Have always told us that we are particles of the heavens
Modern Astronomers tell us that we are particles of the 

stars
Who are all of our Ancestors


